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Prov. XXiii. . 


" thine Eyes obſerve my ways. 8 


A 


by the Title of n : So all his La- 
bours, all his Care, all his Powers, and all 


the Service of his God, even all the Days of his 


ife; that this Life being ended, he may lire with 


Jod for evermore. 
The Heart of Man is God's ſpecial Portion, 


d every Angle ought to point out towards him 
Prectiy; that is to ſay, the Soul of Man oughr 


be preſented to God, and given him as an | 
3 


; Pe: to Ta Intereſt of his Service. 


4 
- 3 A 2 


5 OT give me thine Here, and i 


S every a is wholly God's en Portion 


is Faculties ought and muſt be wholly employed | 


- 


. . 
It is not ſufficient that we think ef the Servicſne 
of God; but we muſt ſerve him with great Earſhn 
neſtneſs, and Paſſion, with much Zeal and Deſire A( 
| we muſt refuſe no Labour, but muſt beſtow upoghy 
| it much Time, and uſe the beſt Guides, end at 
rive at the End of Glory by all the ways of Gract 
of Prudence, of Religion, and a holy Living. 

In my diſcourſing on the Words, I will, 


Firſt, Shew you what we are to underſtand 
©; RS Th F 
Secondly, What it is to give the Heart to God 

Thirdly, The Reaſonableneſs of this poſtulatioſ 
here in my Text, Son give me thy Heart, {| 


Firſt, I am to ſhew you what you are to under 

ſtand by the Heart. By Heart in Scripture ſome{ 

times we are to underſtand ſome noble and parti 

1 cular Faculty of the Soul. Rom. i. 21. Becanſe tha w. 
" 2 when they knew God, they glorified him Not as God, nei 8 


1 
' , ther were thankful, but became vain in their Imaginaſſex 


tions, and their fooliſh heart was darkned. By Hear 
in this Place we are to underſtand that noble Fai 
culty af the Soul, called the Underſtanding ; thei 
fooliſh Underſtanding was darkned. Sometimes it i 
put for the Memory, Pſal. cxix. tt. Thy word hav 
T hid in mine heart; that is, thy Word have I laid 
up in my Memory. Sometimes it is pat for the 
| Conſcience, 1 James iti. 20. Belzved, if our hear 
1 condemn , than have we confidence towards God 
| (i. e.) if our Conſciencies condemn us, whoſe pre 
per Office is to condemn or abfolve, Sometinge 
and frequently it is taken for the whoie Soul, 2 
| including all its Mwers and Faculties, Mat. xv. 3% 
| . This People, drawtth nigh unto me with their Mouth 
and honour me with their Lips, bus their Hevrt is fe 


from me. 


I * 
2 


They rwe me with the outward Man, but the 
ol is not preſent at my Worſhip: The Heart in 
e Text includes all the Faculties of the Soul, the 
* Inderſtanding, Will, and Memory, yea, all her 
ire aculties and Deſires; and this is whaß is God's 
PoDue and our Duty. To worſhip God with all our 
atYouls, confeſſes one of his glorious Attributes; it 
ace eclares him to be the Searcher of Hearts, and 
That he reads the ſecret Purpoſes, and beholds the 
alleſt Arreſts, intrigues of Fancy, and bends in all 


Thes out all the Secrets of our Souls. | 

This Worſhip ( or Work of giving God the 
od Heart) advances the Pewers and Concernments of 
lot his Providence, and confeſſes all the Affairs of Men, 
ll their Cabinets and their nightly Counſels 10 be 
1 by bim. 

Bar in the Second Place to ſhew you what Ir is 

ive the Heart to God. 

o give the Heart to God, is to ſerve him both 
with Soul and Body. Our Duty muſt be whole, and 
lſo fervent; in every Action of Religion, God a 
expects ſuch a Warmth, and a holy Fire to go a- 
arfong with them, that it may be able to mkindle 

| he Wood upon the Altar, and conſume the Sacri- 
enFice. Earneftneſs and Vivacity, Quickneſs and De- 
Nicht, perfect Choice of the Service, and a Delight 
uin the Proſecution, is what God requires of us; 

We are to love the Lord our God with all our Soul, with 
Wall our Strength, and with all our Heart. And if we 
do this, we are in the Number of thoſe who 
have given God their Hearts. If we choſe God 
above all, as our chief good, then we have given 
our Hearts to him. Whom have I in Heaves but 
aſſebee, and there is none upon the Earth I deſire beſides 

hee, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. When we retain no Affecti- 
f an to Sin, but make Religion co be the Buſineſs of 
„4 3 „ 


e Flexures and Inbrakes of crafty People, and ſear- Bo 


ae erg erg ot 3 A 
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holy Apoſtles, and the primitive Saints, rhen we 


of our Deſires till we bring them back again anc 


* 
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When we do all that God commands, and forſakF 


eur Lives; when our Converſation is in Heaven 1 
when we walk. not after the Fleſh, but the Spirit Boe 


When we count all things hut loſs for the Excallen 


ey of Chriſt Jeſus ou: Lord; that we may be faun lei 
in him, got having our own Righteouſneſs, whiciÞ* 


by £7 


zs of the Law, but that which is through the Faitt 


of Chriſt; when we preſs towards the Mark, folf'®© 
the Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt Je" 
ſus; whither we eat or drink, ſleep or wake, wn"! 
do all to the glory of God, when we make theſe 
and all other the Duties of Religion, our Employ"! 
ment, our Care, the Work of our Lives, the Work" 
and End for which we came into the World; whe 
we pray and do Charity; when we mortify our un 
ruly Appetites, and reſtrain our violent Paſſions 
when we become like to God, and imitate his hol 
Son Jeſus; when we write after the Copies of the 


have given our Hcarts to God, and we are dreſſingÞ"! 
our ſelves for Eternity, where we ſhall enjoy ou"? 
God, the Company of Angels, and the Spirits of 


juſt Men made perſect for ever and ever; then wa“ 


are making our ſelves ready for God and Heavens“ 


and there God ſhall be our Portion, and Angels out 
Companions, and Chriſt our perpetual Feaſt, an 3 


never-cealing Joy ſhall be our Conditions and En. 
tertainments: If we give our Hearts to any but tal” 
God, we ſhall never find true Reſt and Termination,” 


preſent them to him: When we give our HeartY? 
to God, we ſhall have what we can deſite, and 
what can make us happy : In a word, when we wor 
ſkip God frequently, diligently, and conſtantly 


when we take all Opportunities to remember Chriſt 
Death, by frequenting the Sacrament z when we ar! x 


merciful, and do to all as we would be done by 


a 


en Il that he! forbids, then we may be ſaid to give 
rig Pod our Hearts, Son give us thy Har. 
len Jam in the Third. Place to fhew you the Reaſona- 
una leneſs of the Poſtulation in the Text, Ay Son give 
Un U.. 8 bes 
ait Firſt, we ought to give God our Hearts, becauſe. 
foe are his wholly by Title of Creation; by Re- 
Tel emption, by Covenant amd Faction, and by daily 
walaſtentation, Every one of us is wholly God's own 
neſchortion by the Title of Creation, and therefore all 
oy ur Labours and Care, all our Powers and Faculties 
orlhught and mult be whally employed in the Service 
hen God, (nor only for ſome ſhort time) but all the 
at Days of our Lives; that this Life being ended, we 
ns Way enter into the Joy of our Lord, and live with 
ol Jim in Glory for evermore. „ 
tha Ir is not ſufficientto give our Hearts to God atſome 
wycholemn Occaſions; no, nor. is it enough that we ſerve 
him ſometimes with Zeal and Paſſion upon ſome ex- 
ountraordinary Occaſions; all this is nothing, unleſs we 
olkontinue in well doing all the days of our Lives. God 
were quires hearts and erequires that our Obedience, Be 
onſt ant and per ſcuering. Eſto fidelis ad mortem, (aid the 
p pirit of God to the Angel of the Church of Smyrna, 
nde faithful unto Death, and 1 will give thee a Crown of 
Enie; for he that gives his Heart xo God to day and 
takes it from him to morrow ; he who is Zealous to 
ion y in his Reſolutions, and weary to morrow in his 
ind Practices, fierce in his beginning, and flack and eaſy 
rt$9 his Progreſs, hath not yet given his Heart to 
nPod, nor well choſen what ſide he will be of; he 
or@$"at gives his Heart ſometimes to Sin and ſometimes 
yy $2 God. is duplicis Animi, as St, James calls him, of 
it doubt ful Mind; for God and Religion is as much 
ar Worth to day as it was yeſterday, and that cannot 
yi hange though we do; and if we do (inftead of 
ik@ing our Hearts to God) we haye Jeft God, and 
—_—. .-- A4 . 


— 


I! 


of the Heart re God muſt be kept alive; it muſt 


to him, and to keep all his Commandments. 


whither he can go that goes from God, 
Sorrows will ſoon enough inſtruct him. 1; 
We muſt give our Hearts conſtantly to God ; and 
tho! ſometimes our Hand and Heart are drawn bac 
by Violence or need, and our Prayers ſhort ned by the 
Importunity of Buſineſs, and ſome parts omitted by 
Neccſſit ies and juſt Complayances, yet ſtill this Fire 


his OWr 


burn within when rhe Light breaks not forth; i 
muſt be Eternal as the Orb of Fire, or the Ember 
of the Altar of Incence. | . 
He that gives his Heart to God, confeſſes him to 
be rhe beſt Maſter, and chuſes him above all others 
he confeſſes Religion to be the beſt Work, and his 


only Imployment ; and this he. does becauſe he is 


wholly God's own Portion by Title of Creation. 
God has made us and tor we our ſelves, As for me 
and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord, Joſh. xxiv. 15. As 
we are God's own Portion by Title of Creation, ſo 
we are his by Redemption; and by Virtue of this 


God bas made a Covenant with us, that we muſt 


bur a living Sacrifice; he has forgiven all our old 


Lins, afid we have bargain'd to quit them from the 


give up our ſelves, Bodies and Souls, not a dying. 
] 
time we firſt came to Chriſt, and to give our Names 


By Viriue of this Redemption we are to believeF| 
and ohey, and do ali that is commanded us, and i 
keep our Station. and fight againſt the Fleſh, the! 
Worid, and the Devil, and that all the days of our t 
Lives; Tos are not your 07%, for you are bought with afff b 
rice, 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. We are God's awn Portion 

] 

a 


by Covenant and Paction, we have entered into Co- 


venant with God to terve him, and give him our 

Hearts from the day of our Babtiſm to the day offfir: 
cur 1:3th, Fe hath ſworn this Oath unto us, . ThatYa 
be mige grant auto us, that we being. delivered from theY p 


1 fear 
1 6 * ; 
+ : - 7 i . \ | 1 
4 © * | 4 — \ 
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F But | 
he keeps us in Being; it is in him we live, move and have 
onr Being, It is from him we have our daily Bread, 


? becauſe he beſt deſerves them ; he not only 
T ſerves them by what is ſaid before, but alſo becauſe - 
he is the moſt Amicable Object. If Love deſerve 


ar of ar Enemies, might” ſerve him without fear, in 
. righteouſneſs before him all the days of our 
lifes SE bake 1074474 GE EW 
Now though God will not forget our [nfirmities, 
but pals by the Weakneſs of an honeſt and watch- 
ful, and an induſtrious Perſou; yet the Covenant 
we have made with him, and he with us, is from _ 
the firſt day of our firſt voluntary Profeſſion to our 
Grave, therefore we ovght to give him our Hearts. 
further, we are to give him our Hearts, becauſe 


he is our Father that gives all we want, he is our 


Head, he is our All, therefore we ought to give 3 


him our Hearts above all. | 
Secondly, We ſhou]d give our Hearts to God, be- 
cauſe he demands them: Son give me thy Heart, 
Matth. 22. 37, 38. Thon ſhalt love the Lord thy G 
with all thy he art, and all thy Soul, and all tby Mind, 
this is the firſt and great Commandmert. It is not for 
the Eye, the Ear or the Tongue, God calls for, buy. 
for the Heart. God commands us to give him our 
Hearts, and his Demands ought to be put in ſpeg- 
dy Execution, without denying, or delaying, or 
diſputing the Difficulties that attend it. 
Thirdly, We ought to give our Hearts to God. 
de- 


the Heart, he is altogether lovely; and this cannot 
b- ſaid of any created Being in the World. The 
C: eatures may be lovely, but God is altogether love- 
ly. What is the Beam in compariſon of the Sun, 
and what is the Stream in compariſon of the Foun- 
tain; and what is a drop in compariſion of the Oce- 


Jan; and what is both Heaven and Earth in com- 
pariſon of Ged. This very Conſideration made 
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King Paid to cry in a moſt pathetical Strain, Q#6 
thing haue I defered of the Lord, and will. ſeek. after, 
thar I may dwell in the Houſe of the Lord lh the days. 
of 'my Life, to behold the Benuty of the, Lord, aud to 


enquire in his Holy Temple, P lalm 27. 4, 5, 6 0 God 
\ thou art my God, early will 1 ſeek thee, Pſalm 63. 12. 
My Soul thirfeth for thee 5 my Fleſh longeth for thee-in a 


dry and thirſty Land, where there. are no Waters, He 
nd ſtill 


can give us far more than we can deſire, à 
give vs more than we deſerve, _ 
"Naw to hi 


im that is able to do exceeding abun- 


dantly above all that we ask or think, be all Glo- 


ry, Epheſ. 3. 20, 21. He has loved us moſt, and 
it is but reaſonable we ſhould love him moſt again. 
God / o loved the N orld, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, John 3. 16. | 


God has all that can ſatisſie us here, and make us 
eternally Happy bereafter,. he only can give us our 
Heart's Deſire; and who ſhould have the Heart, but 

he that can only fatisfie and fill it. 
None deſerves the Heart but God,. the World 
and the Wicked, the Fleſh and the Devil call for 

our Hearts, Vndigue Clamant Veni; and it we give 
them our Hearts, we are undone for ever, but if 


dee give them to Cod, be will bi ing us to Eternal 


r 13 5 8 
Our giving our Hearts to God, will not only 


make our ſelves happy, bur alſo cauſe great Joy, 
both in the Church above, and alſo in the Church 


upon Ezrih. 8 os 
God is fo well pleaſed with this Sacrifice, that 


he tells us; yea, he aſſures us that there is 


more Joy in Heaven over one Sinner that Repenteth 


and turneth to God; yea, more Joy among the ho- 
Iy Angels of God, over one Sinner that Repenteth, 
than over ninety Nine that need no Repentance: 
Thoſe blſſed Spirits aboye are no ſooner . | 

* R * W 
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ed with your Converſion, but they take into their - 
hands, their Inſtruments of Muſick, and in the high- 
eſt Strains of Seraphick Joy, congratulate your Re- 
„ „ | A: Xs | , E 
7 How. glad was the Father to ſee his prodigal Son 
returning home; no ſooner does he ſpy him return- 
ing home with a penitential Confeſſion in his Mouth, 
but his Bowels are moved towards him; yea, he 
becomes impatient, cannot expect his near Approach, 
but his Joy and Affection give him Wings: While 
he is yet a great way off, he runs, he flies to meet 
him, has not patience to ſtay for his humble Coufeſ- 
ſion; but immediately in an extaſie of Joy, falls up- 


on his Neck, forgives and Kiſſes him. 
2 Never did Facob with ſuch Joy, weep over the 
Neck of his Son Foſeph,ab thy heavenly Father would 
5: rejoice over thee upon thy giving him thy Heart. 
r St. Lake 15. 8. Think with thy ſelf thou ſeeſt the 
© | Bowels of the Father moving towards his return- 
; ing Son. O Sinner art thou not now refolv'd to give 
d God thy Heart; what! not moved at all this, yet 


not reſolved to turn forthwith, and to cloſe with 
Goch Call mthe . nn 
If one ſent from the Dead would bid you give 
your Heart to God, would you not repent of your 
ins and run to God; well then, hear one out of 
*7 WHell ſpeaking to you. I pray thee that thou mouldeſt 
* ſend him to my Father's Houſe, for I have five Bre- 
tren that he may, teſtifie unto them, leaſi they alſo come 
into this place of torment, If one went from the Dead 
they would repeut, Luke 16 28. God now invites you - 
to come to him, return thou back ſliding Iſrael, ſaith the 


Lord; and I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon thee < 
no for I am merciful ſaith the Lord, and will not keep my 

anger for ever, only acknowledge thine iriquity ; turn 
For 1 am married unto thee, Jer. 3. 11, 12, 13, 14, 
| 70 the 23. Asl live, faith the Lord, 1 have n0 pleaſure 
e death, turn ye, turn ye, Exek. 33. 11. 


5 


Church, is highly concerned for thee, ſhe mourns 
and laments thy ang 14 State, and daily offers 


Joy and Gladneſs. Thus you ſee the Reaſonable- 


ſaid to love St. Jobn beſt, becauſe he was the 


- you have taſted a little of the World's Sweetneſs, and 
hope for a great deal more, yea, ſo much as ſhall) 


jymeut, Bitterneſs and Miſery to be the Conſe- He 


. 
Your giving your Hearts to God, will cauſe great 
Joy in the Church-Milirant: Thy Mether, the 


up Prayers and Tears for thy Recovery; ſhe longs 
to ſre thee come boldly into her Courts, there with 
all ker faithful Children to worſhip the God of our 


neſs of the Poſtulation in the Text, Son give me thy 
Heart. IF | | | | | „„ 
For God's ſake, for the Credit and Reputation 
of our common Chriſtianity; for the Honour of 
our molt beautiful Mother the Church of England; 
as you leve your God, your Religion, nay, as you 
love your own immortal Souls, let me intrear you 
«ll, but eſpecially you young People, to preſent | 
God with your Hcarts, they are his Portion; this | 
is your Duty, and the beſt Offering you can make 
to God. | tt -0 
The Lord will not be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, 
or with ten thouſand Rivers of Oil; nor with our firff- i © 


* 


born for our Tranſyr: ſſion, nor the Fruit of our Body for 


the Sin of our Soul, Micah vi. 79. Yet though God 2 
will not accept one or all of theſe, yet he will 
willingly receive the Heart, eſpecially he will re- 
ceive rhe Hearts of young People: Our Saviour 1s M4 


youngeſt Diſciple. Voung People give your Hearts 
ro God, he can beſt ſatisfy the Heart; it may be 
you have given yaur Hearts ro Delight and Plea- 
farc, but let me beg you to {it down and confider 
whither ſenſual Pleaſure doth deſerve your Hearts; 


give you Conrentment and Satisfaction, but in the 
End you will find Emptineſs and Vanity in the En- 
| 7 auents 

„ ss 


13 


quents of that Pleaſure you ſo much love. Solomon 
the Wile found all ſublunary Things to be unſa- 
tisfactory, Vanity of Vanitiet, all is Vanity. Give 
your Hearts to God now. while yeu are young, 
this is the only and beſt Seaſon fo to do. 
This is the fitteſt time wo ſow the Seed of Grace, 
| that it may bring forth the Fruit of Life and Glory. 
The Lord doth take it very kindly when in your 
youthful Days yon make Choice of him, and give 
him your Heerts. Samuel, Obadiah, Fofiab, Timo- 
thy have Accommodation given them, that they 


dd e - Ge we FTYST TS 


mh 


wb” 


u | knew, and loved, and feared God, and give their 


" Hearts to him þetimes. 

m Early Remembrance of God will prevent abun- 
is dance of Sin, thou writeſt bitter things apainſt 
te || we ſays Job; and cauſeſt me to poſſeſs the Iniquities 
E of Youth, Job. 13. 26. 

TA Luo Semel eſt Imbuta, recent, ſervabit ode teſta 
414 Horat, Epiſt. 2. ad Lellium. 5 x9 

or The Cask retains the Scent of that along time 
od after, which was firſt. put into it when its new. 
iin the time of Youth, Sin is more eaſily pluck d 


is Age and Cuſtom will make Sin like the Spots of 
the Leopard, and the Blackneſs of the Ethiopians, 
T which no Water can waſh away, 

St. Auguſtine in his Confeſſions, lib. 8. Chap. Jo 


ſervitur Libidini, facta eſt Conſuernco & dum See 
tudini non reſi; fir falta eſt Neceſſitas. 

From a perverſe corrupred Will flee evil Defires, 
g while evil Deſires ace falfilled, Sin ripens into Cu- 
ſtom, while Cuſtom is not reſiſted, there follows a 


| Says, Ex voluntate per uer ſa falta eft Libido; & dum 


— 


Jup, becauſe it hath not taken ſuch deep Root? 


n-Ykind of Neceſſity in sinning; and our giving our 


; Hearts to God bQimes will prevent all this Evil. 


AUA 


Let me lay ſome Arguments before you, to per- 
Wade you to rener 0 ae his Right; and leave _ 


| TERS, / 
\ ſome Directions with you, and thon 1 ſhall have 
Firſt, Confider your time is ſhort, and it is con- 
tinually paſſing your Glaſs is running every Moment 
whether you Sleep or Wake. are in Company or 
alone, are vain or ſerious, do pray or ſin, it never 
ſtands ſtiil, and remember that you muſt give att 
Account to whom you give your Hearts, how yon 
husband your time. Oh what a ſad Caſemill the fleuth- i 
ful Soul be in, when Death gives him a Summons, ren- 
dor an Account of thy Stewardſhip, for thou muſt no i 
longer be Steward, We muſt all. appear before the Il 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt to give an Account of the things hp 
done iu the Body whether they be good or bad. St. 
Panl's 2d Epiſt. to the Cor. 5. 10. ansh 
How will it be when the Conſcience muſt needs 
accuſe the Sinner before the Judge with ſuch Ac- 
cuſations as theſe, My Day of Salvation I ſpent 
in Wickedneſs, Madneſs and Folly : So much in 
wicked Company: So much in getting Riches : So 
much in Taverns and Ale-houſes : So much Back- 
' biting my Neighbour: So much for idle Diverfion, | 
But now, alas, I am undone, for my time is done, 
my Work undone ; What ſhall 1 do to be ſaved? |} 
:'', Secondly, Conſider what depends on your well or | 
Ill-diſpoſing of your Heart's Salvation or Damna- 
tion. If you give em ro Sin, you ſhall be undone | 
for ever; therefore ſay to your Souls: O my Soul 
how great a Work have I to do, and how ſhort a 
time to do it in? How vaſt is Eternity which de- 
pends on this Moment? O Lord the World is not 
worthy my Heart, my Pains. Thou haſt a Right to 
my Hers, I will give it only to thee : Whom have I in 
Heaven or in Earth but thee? Pſal. 78. 25. 
If you give not your Hearts to God he wall neither | 
accept you nor year Services: Thou defireſt not _ | 
* | ag ees 
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fices, eſe would Tgive thee the Sacrifices of God, are æ« 
broken Spirit, 4 broken and a contrite Heart, O GG 
thou wilt not deſpiſe; Pſal. 51. 16. 17. 
Dire#. 1. Give your Hearts to God without any 
onger Delay, wait not till to Morrow leaſt you die 


accept of em. e | 4 
Direct. 2. Give him thy whole Heart, a part 
will nor do, give him all or he will take none of 
t. Keep not one Sin beloved Luſt ; If you regnard 
red Iaiquity in your Heart, God will not accept of 
yon. : . 1 3 
3. Pray much to God for an upright and clean Hearts 
ho can underſtand his Errors, cleanſeth me from ſe- 
Fret Faults, and let not preſumptious Sins have Domi- 
ver me. Pal. 19. 22, 13, 3 gh. 
Direct. 4. Follow your God, fully begin now to 
give your Hearts to God and ſay good Joſiah, for m 
md my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, Joluah 24. 


in 5. To God that is only able to make you do all 
0 his, and whatever he requires of you be all Praiſe, 


onour, and Glory, World without End, Amen and 


. N 


defore to Morrow, or leaſt God ſhould not then 
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